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La Sala Urges Mineta to Reconsider New CDL Rule

nternational President Jim La Sala has writteri~

to Secretary of Transportation Norman Mineta,

October 30, requesting that the Federal Motor
Carrier Safety Administration reconsider a
recently-issued regulation which could disqualify
commercial drivers’ license {CDL] holders from
criving commercial motor vehicles {CMVs) if they
are convicted of certain serious traffic violations
committed while operating a non- CMV (see
September-Ocrober 2002, In Transit, page 8).
Disqualification will aiso occur following any
conviction for a drug or alcohol-related otfense
committed while driving a passenger vehicle.

Needlessly Threatens Livelihoods

Thre new peraiti2g fer .“or-—CMV convictions are
the same as the penalties for oifenses committed
while driving a CMV. Under ‘“1= rule, & CDL
helder wili ke disqualitied for days after a
second convicton

,

invoiving a non-CMV within a
three year period, and for 120 days following a
third or subsequent conviction. The new reguia-
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efectronicaily by going to ditp://www.unionvoicg

~ White Your Own Letter to Secretary Mineta:

cretary Norman Mineta to ask him fo reconsider the new CCL
regulaticn (see abovej wnich could neaclessly but many ATU members and other COL holders out of work. A sample letter is
provided below that members may use as the basis of a letter they write in their own words.
org/campalgn/cd,

mempbers are urged to write to Transportation Se

Date:

The Honorable Norman Mineta

Secretary, U.S. Department of Transportation
500 Seventh Street, SW

Washington, D.C. 20590 606

Dear Secretary Mineta:

{CMV
license. This was clearlv not the intent or (

drivers’

Please, reconsider rhis rule
job coudd be at stake!

and amena its provisions

| tion can be obtained from the Federal Register

website at htip://www.access.gpo.gov/su docs/
fedreg/a020731c himl.

In his letter La Sala asserted that, if left un-
changed, the new rule "will needlessly threaten the
livelihoods of tens of thousands of ATU members,
a3 well as other CDL holders, without any com-
mensurate benefit in terms of safety.”

"Simply put,” La Sala wrote, “why should anyone
who receives two speeding tickets while driving his
owrn car have his job placed in jeopardy, regardless
cf his professional safety record? ...not only is this
policy wrong, but there is no statutory basis for the
rule.”

The letter lays out the ways in which the regula-
tion goes bevond the language of the statute on
which it is based, and concludes, *The ATU is
prepared to seek judicial review to protect the
interests of its members in this matter. We would
hope. however, that court proceedings would be
unnecessary in this case, where the policy is wrong
and legal error so easily corrected.” =

The letter can also be sent
or clicking on the appropriate link on the ATU website, atu.org.

Re: Docket Nos. FMCSA-2001-9709 and FMCSA-2000-7382 .—-6 Q\%

As a transit worker, and a member of the Amalgamated Transit Union (ATU), I strongly urge you to reconsider
the new rule recently issued by the Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration (FMCSA) (67 FR 49742),
requiring States to disqualify a commercial drivers’ license (CDL) holder from driving a commercial motor vehicle
"y if they are convicted of certain serious traffic violations committed while operating a non-CMV.

Under this new rule, [ could lose my CDL, and thus my job, if I receive more than one speeding ticket within a
three year period while operating myv own personal vehicle, regardless of whether my State revokes my personal
Congress, which authorized the FMCSA 1o require the disqualifi-
cation of a CDL hoider’s CMV driving nrivileges only after the person has been both convicted and has had his/
her non-commercialedrivers’ license revoked. cancelled or suspended by the State.

to conform with the reguirements set forth by Congress. My

mber, ATU Local 25

Movember-Occemper 2002




La Sala Urges Mineta to Reconsider New CDL Rule

nternational Presiden{ Jim La Sala has written

o Secretary of Transportation Norman Mineta,

October 30, requesting that the Federal Motor
Carrier Safety Administration reconsider a
recentiv-issued regulation which could disqualify
commercial drivers’ license [CDL) nolders from
driving commercial motor vehicles (CMVs) if thev
are convicted of certain serious traffic violations
commiited while cperating a non-CMV [see
Sentember-Octoper 2002, In Transit, page 8).
Disqueiificativn will aiso occur follewing any
conviction for a drug or alcohol-related cfiense
commitied while driving a passenger vehicie.

Needlessly Threatens Livelihoods

The new penalties for non-CMV convicticens ars
the same as the penaitiec for ofienses committed
while driving & TMV. Under this rule, a CDL
hoider will be diQC‘“"queG for 80 davs ame*

cond cenviction involving a non-CMYV within a

hree vear period, and for 120 days following a

third or subseguent conviction. The new regula-

— Whrite Your Owrn Letter to Secre*““v Mineta:

ATU COL members are urged to write io Transportation Secretary Norman Mineta to ask him io reconsider the new COL
reguiation (see above) which could needfessly put many ATU members and other COL holders out of work. A sample leiter is
latter they write in their own words. The letter can also be sent

provided below that members may use as the basis of a

sfecironically oy going o hitp/www.unionyoice.oro/campaignicdl, or clicking on the appropriaie link on the ATU website, atu.org.

Date:

The Honorable Norman Mineta

Secretary, U.S. Department of Transportation
500 Seventh Street, SW

Washington, D.C. 20590

Dear Secretary Mineta:

Ne: Docket Nos. FMCSA-2001-9709 and FMCSA-2000-7382

tion can be obtained from the Federal Register
website at http://www.access. gpo.gov/su docs/
fedreg/aC20731c.humi.

In his lerter La Sala asserted that, if left un-
changed. the new ruie "will needlessiy threaten the
liveli" cods of tens of thousands of ATU members,

s well as nther CDL holaers. without any com-
mensurate benefit in terms of safety.”

“Simply put.” La Sala wrote, "whyv should anyvone
who receives two speeding tickets while driving his
own car have his job placed in jeopardy, regardless
of his professional safety record? ...not only is this
policy wrong, but there is no statutory basis for the
rule.”

The letter lays out the ways in which the regula-
tionn goes veyond the language of the statute on
which it is based, and concludes. “The ATU is
preparzsd to seek judicial review to proiect the
.nterests of its members in this matter. We would
hooe, nowever, that court preceedings would be
unnecessary in this case, where the policy is wrong
and legal error sc easily corrected.” ™

AT

As a transit worker, and a member of the Amalgamated Transit Union (ATU), I strongly urge vou to reconsider
the new rule recently issued by the Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration (FMCSA) (67 FR 49742),
requiring States to disqualify a commercial drivers’ license (CDL) holder from driving a commercial motor vehicle
(CMV) if thev are convicted of certain serious trarfic violations committed while operating a non-CMV.

Under this new ruie. 1 could lose my CDL, and thus my job, if I receive more than one speeding ticket within a
three vear period while operating my own personaf vehicie. regardless of whether my State revokes my personal
drivers’ license. This was ciearly not the intent ot Congress, wiich authorized the FMCSA to require the disqualifi-
cation of 2 CDL holder’s CMV driving priviiezes oniv aiter the person has been both convicted and has had his/
her non-commercial drivers’ license revoked. cancelled or suspended by the Siate. -

Please. reconsider this rule and amend its provisions to conform with the requirements set forth by Congress. My

job coudd be at stake!
Mnc"f : Z 27 :é JZZ
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La Sala Urges Mineta to Reconsider New CDL Rule

nternational President Jim La Sala has written

to Secretary of Transportation Norman Mineta,

October 30, requesting that the Federal Motor
Carrier Safety Administration reconsider a
recently-issued regulation which could disquality
commercial drivers’ license (CDL) holders from
driving commercial motor vehicles (CMVs) if they
are convicted of certain sericus tratfic viciaticns
cemmitted while operating a non-CMV (see
September-Ccrober 2002, In Transit, Dage 8).
Disqualification will also occur foliowing any
cenviction for a drug or alcohol-related offense
cominitted while driving a passenger vehicle.

Needlessly Threatens Livelihoods

The new pernelties fer nen-CMV ceonvictions are
the same as the pena lues for of’ma ses commiticd
whnile driving o CMY. Under this rule, a CDL

-Aomie'" will be discualified for 80 days afier a
econd conviction invelving a non-CMY within a

three vear period, and for 120 days following a

third or subsequent conviction. The new regula-

~ Write Your Own Letier (o Se cretary Mineta:

Secretary Norman Mineta to ask him to reconsider the new COL
regulation (sse above) which could needlessly put many ATU members and other COL holders out of work. A sample letter is

provided below that members may use as the basis of a leiter they write in their own words. The lefter can aiso be sent
electronicaliy by going te httpfwww.unionvoice.crg/campaign/edl, o

ATU COL members are uiged to write to Transportation S

Date:

The Honorable Norman Mineta

Secretary, U.S. Department of Transportation
500 Seventh Street, SW

Washington, D.C. 20590

Dear Secretary Mineta:

job couidd be ar stake!

cation of a CDL hoider’s CMY driving priviiezes onty
her non-commerciai drivers’ license revoked. cancedled or suspended by the State.

tion can be obtained™from the Federal Register
website at http://www. access.gpo.gov/su docs/

fedreg/a020731c.html.

In his letter La Sala asserted that, if left un-
changed, the new rule “will needlessly threaten the
livelihoocs of tens of thousands of ATU members,
as well 2s other CDL holders. without any com-
mensurate beneiit in terms of safety.”

“Simplv put,” La Sala wrote, “why should anyone
who receives two speeding tickets while driving his
cwri car have his job placed in jeopardy, regardless
of nis professional safety record? ...not only is this
policy wrong, but there is no statutory basis for the
rule.”

The letter lays out the ways in which the regula-
tion goes vevond the language of the statute on
which it is based, and conciudes, “The ATU is
orepared to seek judicial review to proizsct the
interests of its members in this matter. We would
hope, however, that court proceedings would be
unnecessary in this case, where the policy is wrong
and legal error so easily corrected.” ]

clicking on the appropriate link on the ATU websits, atu.org.

Re: Docket Nos. FMCSA-2001-9709 and FMCSA-2000-7382

As a transit worker, and a member of the Amalgamated Transit Union (ATU), [ strongly urge you to reconsider
the new rule recently issued by the Federal Motor Carrier Satety Administration (FMCSA) (67 FR 49742),
requiring States to disqualify a commercial drivers’ license {CDL) holder from driving a commercial motor vehicle
{CMV) if they are convicted of certain serious tratfic violations committed while operating a non-CMV,

Under this new rule, I could lose my CDL, and thus my job, if I receive more than one speeding ticket within a
three vear period while operating my own personal vehicle, regardless of whether my State revokes my personal
drivers’ license. This was ciearly not the intent of Congress. which authorized the FMCSA to require the disqualifi-
after the person Las been both convicted and has had his/

Please. reconsider this rule and amend 'ts provisions 1o conform with the requirements set forth by Congress. My

November-Jecember 2002
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La Sala Urges Mineta to Reconsider New CDL Rule

nternationalPrésident Jim La Sala has written

to Secretary of Transportation Norman Mineta,

Cctober 30, requesting that the Federal Motor
Carrier Safety Administration reconsider a
recently-issued regulation which could disqualify
commercial drivers’ license (CDL) holders from
driving commercial motor venicles (CMVsj if they
are convicted of certain serious traffic violations
committed while cperating a non-CMV (sce
September-Octoker 2002, In Transit, page S).
Disqualificaden will aise cccur following any
conviction for a drug or alcohol-related otfense
committed while driving a passenger vehicle.

Needlessly Threatens Livelihoods

The new penalties for non-CMV convictions are
the same as the penalties for offenses committed
while driving a CMY. Under this rule, a CDL
hoider will be disqualified for 60 days after a
second convicton invelving a non-CMV within a
three yvear pericd, and for 120 days foilowing a
third or subsequent conviction. The new regula-

— Whrite Your Own Letter to Secretary Mineta:

ATU COL members are urged to write ic Transportation 3acretary Norman Mineta to ask him to reconsider the new COL
requiation (see above) which could needlessly put many ATU members and other COL holders out of work. A sample letter is
provided below that members may use as the basis of a letter they write in their cwn words. The letter can also be sent
electronicaily by going to htip:/www.unionvoice.crg/campaign/cdl, or clicking on the appropriate link on the ATU website, atu.org.

Date:

The Honorable Norman Mineta

Secretary, U.S. Department of Transportation
500 Seventh Street, SW

Washington, D.C. 20590

Dear Secretary Mineta:

job coudd be at stake!

Re: Docket Nos. FMCSA-2001-9709 and FMCSA-2000-7382

As a transit worker, and a member of the Amalgamated Transit Union (ATU), I strongly urge you to reconsider
the new rule recently issued by the Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration (FMCSA) (67 FR 49742),
requiring States to disquality a commercial drivers’ license (CDL) holder from driving a commercial motor vehicle
(CMV) if thev are convicted of certain serious traffic violations committed while operating a non-CMV.

Under this new rule, | could lose my CDL, and thus my job, if I receive more than one speeding ticket within a
three vear period while operating my own personal vehicle, regardless of whether my State revokes my personal
drivers’ licanse. This was ciearly not the intent of Congress, which authorized the FMCSA 1o require the disqualifi-
cation of'a CDL hoider’s CVV driving priviieges oniv atter the person has been both convicted and has had his/
her non-commerciai drivers’ license revoied, cancelled or suspended by the State.

Please. reconsider this rule and amend its provisions 0 contorm “vith the requirements set forth by Congress. My

tion can be obtained from the Federal Register
website at http://www.access.gpo.gov/su docs/
fedreg/a020731c.himl.

In his letter La Sala asserted that, if left un-
changed, the new rule "will needlessly threaten the
livelihoods of tens of thousands of ATU members,
as weil as other CDL heiders, without any com-
mensurate benefit iz terms of sarety.”

“Simply put,” La Sala wrote, "why should anyone
who receives two speeding tickets while driving his
own car have his job placed in jeopardy, regardiess
of his professional satety record? ...not oniy is this
policy wrong, but there is no statutory basis for the
rule.”

The letter lays out the ways in which the regula-
tior: goes beyond the language of the stafute on
which it 1s based. and concludes, “The ATU is
preparsd o seek judicial review o proiect the
interests of its members in this matter. We wouid
hope, however, that court proceedings swvould te
unnecessary in this case, where the palicy is wrong
and legal error so easily corrected.” =

Sincerefy,

Navember-Jecember 2002



La Sala Urges Mineta to Reconsider New CDL Ruie

nternational President Jim La Sala has written
to Secretary of Transportation Norman Mineta,
October 30, requesting that the Federal Motor
Carrier Safety Administration reconsider a
recently-issued regulation which could disqualify
commercial drivers’ license {CDL) holders from
driving commercial motor vehicles (CMVs) i they
are convicted of certain serious traffic violations
ccmmitted while operating a non-CMV (see
wemem"er Octover 2002, In Transit. page S).
Disgualificarien will also occur follewing any
conviction for a drug or alcchol-related offense
committed while driving a passenger vehicle.

Needlessly Threatens Livelihoods

The new penalties for non-CMV convicticons ars
the same as the penaities for offerses commitie
while driving a CMV. Under this . 2le, & CDL
hoicder will be disgualitfied for 60 Zays arter a
second ccnviction involving a non-CMV within a
three year period, and for 120 days follewing a
third or subsequent conviction. The new regula-

— Write Your Own Letter to Se retary Mineta:

ATU CDL memters are urged io write lo Transportation Secretary Norman Mineta to ask him tc reconsider the new CODL
reguiation (see avove) which could neealessiy put manv ATU members and cther COL holders out of work. A sampie letter is
provided below that members may use as the basis of a letter they write in their own words. The lstter can also be sent
elecironically by going tc http:/www. unionvoica. org/campeaign/cal, or clicking on the appropriate link on the ATU website, atu.org.

Date:

The Honorable Norman Mineta

Secretary, U.S. Department of Transportation
500 Seventh Street, SW

Washington, D.C. 20590

Dear Secretary Mineta:

job coudd be ut stake!

Re: Docket Nos. FMCSA-2001-9709 and FMCSA-2000-7382

As a transit worker, and a member of the Amalgamated Transit Union (ATU), I strongly urge you to reconsider
the new rule recently issued by the Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration (FMCSA) (67 FR 49742),
requiring States to disquaiify a commercial drivers’ license (CDL) holder from driving a commercial motor vehicle
(CMV) if they are convicted of certain serious tratfic violations committed while operating a non-CMV.

Under this new rule, [ could lose my CDL, and thus my job, if I receive more than one speeding ticket within a
three vear period while operating my own personal vehicle, regardless of whether my State revokes my personal
drivers’ license. This was ciearly not the intent of Congress. which authorized the FMCSA 1o require the disqualifi-
canion of u (231 holder’s CMV driving priviieges only arter the person has been both convicted and has had his/
her non-commercial drivers’ license revoked. canceiled or suspensted by the State.

Please. reconsider this rule ana amend its provisions © conform with the requirements set forth by C ;norfgs My

tion can be obtained from the Federal Register
website at http://www.access.gpo.gov/su docs/
fedreg/a020731c.html.

In his letter La Sala asserted that, if left un-
changed, the new rule "will needlessly threaten the
livelihoods of tens of thousands of ATU members,
as well as other CDL holders, witiiout any com-
mensurate bernefit in tarms of safety.”

“Simply put,” La Sala wrote, “why should anyone
who receives two speeding tickets while driving his
cwn car have his job placed in jeopardy. regardless
of his professional safety record? ...not only is this
policy wrong, but there is no statutory basis for the
rule.”

The letter lays out the ways in which the regula-
tion goes bevond the language of *he statute on
which it is based, and concludes, "The ATU is
prepared o3 seek judicial review to protect the
interests of its members in this matter. We would
hogpe, however, that court proceedings weuld be
unnecessary in this case, where the policy is wrong
and legal error so easily corrected.” -

i &%&M

Memoer. ATT Lol _/_} 9\

November-December 2002



La Sala Urges Mineta to Reconsider New CDL Rule

nternational President Jim La-Sdla has written

to Secretary of Transportation Norman Mineta,

October 30, requesting that the Federal Motor
Carrier Safety Administration reconsider a
recently-issued regulation which could disqualify
commercial drivers’ license (CDL) holders from
driving commercial motor vehicles (CMVs) if they
are convicted of certain serious traffic vioiations
committed while operating a non-CMV (see
Septemper-Octover 2002, In Transit., page 8).
Disqualification will also occur follewing any
cenviction for a drug or alcohol-related cifense
committed while driving a passenger vehicle.
Needlessly Threatens Livelihoods
‘cr nern-CMY conrictions ars
the same as the penalties for cffenses committed
while \1‘1‘/11'12(11,LF Under th_ e, a CCL
holder will be disqualifiec for ¢0 days after a
second conviciion invelving a non-CMV within a
three vear period, and for 120 days following a
third or subsequent conviction. The new regula-

The new penalti

o] (/1

\4»

— Write Your Own Letter to Secretary Mineta:

ATU CDL members are urged tc writs io Transportation Secrstary Norman Mineta fo ask him ic reconsider the new COL
reguiation (see above) which could neealessiy put many ATU members and other COL holders out of work, A sample letter is
provided below that members may use as the basis of a letter they write in their own words. The letter can also be sent

Date:

The Honorable Norman Mineta

Secretary, U.S. Department of Transportation
500 Seventh Street, SW

Washington, D.C. 20590

Dear Secretary Mineta:

iob coudd be at stake!

slec.ronically oy going to hitp./www.unionveica. org/campaignicdl, or clicking on the appropriate link on the ATU website, atu.org.

Re: Docket Nos. FMCSA-2001-9709 and FMCSA-2000-7382

As a transit worker, and a member of the Amalgamated Transit Union (ATU), [ strongly urge you to reconsider
the new rule recently issued by the Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration (FMCSA) (67 FR 49742),
requiring States to disqualify a commercial drivers’ license (CDL) holder from driving a commercial motor vehicle
{CMV) if they are convicted of certain serious iratfic violations commiited while operating a non-CMV.

Under this new rule. [ could lose my CDL. and thus my job, if | receive more than onc peeding ticket within a
three vear period while operating my own personal vehicie, regardless of whether my State revokes my personal
drivers” ficense. This was clearly not the intent of Congress, which authorized the FMCSA to recuire the disqualifi-
cauon of 2 CDL holder’s CMV ariving priviieges only aiter the person has been both convicted and has had his/
#r 1on-commercial drivers’ license revoked, canceiled or suspended by the State. ;

Please. reconsider this ruie and amend its provisions 0 conform with the requirements sert forth by Congress. My

tion can be obtained from the Federal Register
website at http://www.access.gpo.gov/su docs/
fedreg/a02073 1c.himl.

In his letter La Sala asserted that, if left un-
changed, the new rule “will needlessly threaten the
livelihoods of tens of thousands of ATU members,
as well as other CDL holders, without any con-
mensurate benefit in terms oi safety.”

“Simply put,” La Sala wrote, “why should anyone
who receives two speeding tickets while driving his
own car have his job placed in jecpardy, regardiess
of his professional safety record? ...not oniy is this
policy wrong, but there is no statutory basis for the
ruie.”

The letter lays out the ways in which the regula-
ticn goes tevond the language of the statute on
which it is based, and concludes. "The ATU is
preparad to sesk judicial review to crotect the
interssts of its members in this matter. We would
hope, nowever, that court proceedings wouid be
unnecessary in this case, where the policy is wrong
and legal error so easily corrected.” =

Member. ATU Locai I Z

November-Deécember 2002
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La Sala Urges Mineta to Reconsider New CDL Rule

nternational President Jim La Sala has written

to Secretary of Transportation Norman Mineta,

October 30, requesting that the Federal Motor
Carrier Safety Administration reconsider a
recently-issued regulation which could disqualify
commercial drivers’ license (CDL) holders from
driving commercial motor vehicles (CMVs) if they
are convicted of certain seriocus traffic violations
committed while operating a non-CMV (see
September-October 2002, In Transit, page 8).
Disqualification will aisc occur following any
conviction for a drug or alcohol-related offense
committed while driving a passenger vehicle.

Needlessly Threatens Livelihoods

The new penaities for non-CMV convictions are
the same as the penalties for offenses committed
while driving a CMY. Under this rule, a CDL
holder will ke disqualified for 60 days aiter a
secend conviction inveiving a non-CMV within a
three year period, and for 120 days following a
third or subsequent conviction. The new regula-

— Write Your Own Letter to Secretary Mineta:

ATU COL members are urged to write to Transportation Secretary Norman Mineta to ask him o reconsider the new COL
requiation (see above, which could needlessly put many ATU members and other CDL holders out of work. A sample ietter is
provided below that members may use as the basis of a letter they write in their own words. The leiter can also be sent

Date:

The Honorable Norman Mineta

Secretary, U.S. Department of Transportation
500 Seventh Street, SW

Washington, D.C. 20550

Dear Secretary Mineta:

job couid be at stake!

Please. reconsider this rule and amend its provisions 0 conform with the requiremes

Sincergly,
C W 2

tion can be obtained from the Federal Register
website at htip://www.access.gpo.gov/su docs/

fedreg/a020731c.html.

In his letter La Sala asserted that, if left un-
changed, the new rule “will needlessly threaten the
livelihoods of tens of thousands of ATU members,
as well as other CDL holders, without any com-
mensurate benefit in terms of safety.”

“Simply put,” La Sala wrote, “why should anyone
who receives two speeding tickets while driving his
own car have his job placed in jeopardy, regardless
of his professional safety record? ...not only is this
policy wrong, but there is no statutory basis for the
rule.”

The letter lays out the ways in which the regula-
tion goes beyond the language of the statute on
which it is based, and concludes, “The ATU is
prepared to seek judicial review to protect the
interests of its members in this matter. We would
hope, however, that court proceedings weuld be
unnecessary in this case, where the policy is wrong
and legal error so easily corrected.” s

electronically by going to http.Awww.unionveice.orgreampaign/cdl, or clicking on the appropriate link on the ATU website, atu.org.

Re: Docket Nos. FMCSA-2001-9709 and FMCSA-2000-7382

As a transit worker, and a member of the Amalgamated Transit Union (ATU), I strongly urge you to reconsider
the new rule recently issued by the Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration (FMCSA) (67 FR 49742),
requiring States to disqualify a commercial drivers’ license (CDL) holder from driving a commercial motor vehicle
({CMV) if they are convicted of certain serious traffic violations committed while operating a non-CMV,

Under this new rule, I could lose my CDL, and thus my job, if | receive more than one speeding ticket within a
three year period while operating my own personal vehicle, regardless of whether my State revokes my personal
drivers’ license. This was clearly not the intent of Congress. which authorized the FMCSA to require the disqualifi-
cation of a CDL holder’s CMV driving priviieges only after the person has been both convicted and has had his/
ner non-commercial drivers’ license revoked. cancelled or suspended by the State. -

s set forth by Congress. My

ember, AYU tﬁn
s S 742

November-December 2902
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La Sala Urges Mineta to Reconsider New CDL Rule

nternational President Jim La Sala~has written

to Secretary of Transportation Norman Mineta,

October 30, requesting that the Federal Motor
Carrier Safety Administration reconsider a
recently-issued regulation which could disqualify
ccmmercial drivers’ license (CDL) holders irom
driving commercial motor vehicles (CMVs) if they
are convicted of certain serious traffic violations
commitied while operating a non-CMV (see
Zeptember-Qctober 2002, In Transit, page 8).
Uisqualification will also occur following any
convicticn for a drug or alcohol-reiated offense
comimitted while driving a passenger vehicle.

Needlessly Threatens Livelihoods

The new nenalties for non-CMV cornvictions are
the same as the penalties for offenses committed
while driving a CMV. Under this rule, a CDL
holder will be disqualified for 80 davs after a
secor.d conviction invoiving a non-CMY within a
taree year period, and for 120 days following a
third «r subsequent conviction. The new regula-

7
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~ Write Your Own letier io Secretary Mineta:

refary Norman Mineta to ask nim to reconsiger the new CCL
regulation (see above) which could needlessly put many ATU memoers and other COL holdsrs out of work. A sample letier is
provided beiow that members may use as the basis of a letter they write in their own words. The letter can aiso be sent

UL members are urged to wnie to Transponation S

Date:

The Honorable Norman Mineta

Secretary, U.S. Department of Transportation
500 Seventh Street, SW

Washington, D.C. 20590

Dear Secretary Mineta:

job coudd be at stake!

sigctronically by going to Attp./fwww.unionveice,erg/feampaignicdl, or clicking on the appropriate link on the ATU website, atu.org.

Re: Docket Nos. FMCSA-2001-9709 and FMCSA-2000-7382

As a transit worker, and a member of the Amalgamated Transit Union (ATU), I strongly urge you to reconsider
the new rule recently issued by the Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration (FMCSA) (67 FR 49742),
requiring States to disqualify a commercial drivers’ license (CDL) holder from driving a commercial motor vehicle
{CMV) if thev are convicted of certain serious traffic violations committed while operating a non-CMV.

Under this new rule. [ could lose my CDL, and thus my job, if [ recetve more than one speeding ticket within a
three year period while operating my own personal vehicle, regardless of whether my State revokes my personal
drivers’ license. This was clearly not the intent or Congress, which authorized the FMCSA to require the disqualifi-
cation of @ CDL holder’s CMV driving privileges only ifter the person has been both convicted and has had his/
her nos-commercial drivers’ license revoket. cancelled or suspended by the State.

?lease, reconsider this rule and amend its provisions 1o conrorm with the requirements set forth by Congress. My

tion can be obtained from the Federal Register
website at htip://www.access.gpo.gov/su docs/
fedreg/a020731c.html.

In his letter La Sala asserted that, if left un-
changed, the new rule “wili needlessly threaten the
livelihoods of tenis of theusands of ATU members,
as well as other CDL hoelders, without any com-
mensurate benefit in terms of safety.”

“Simpiv put.” La Sala wrote, “why should anyone
who receives two speeding tickets while driving his
own car have his job placed in jeopardy, regardless
of his professional safety record? ...not only is this
policy wrong, but there is no statutory basis for the
rule.”

The letter lays out the ways in which the regula-
tion: goes Levond the languaygs of the statute on
which it is based. and concludes, "The ATU is
prepared o sesk judicial review to proiect ihe
interests of its members in this matter. We would
hope, however, that cour: proceecings would be
unnecessary in this case, where the policy is wrong
and legal error so easily corrected.” W

November-December 2002




La Sala Urges Mineta to Reconsider New CDL Rule

nternational President Jim La Sala has written

to Secretary of Transportation Norman Mineta,

October 30, requesting that the Federal Motor
Carrier Safety Administration reconsider a
recently-issued regulation which could disqualify
commercial drivers’ license (CDL) holders from
driving commercia! motor vehicles (CMVs) if they
are convicted of certain serious tratfic violations
committed while operating a non-CMV (see
September-October 2002, In Transit, page 8).
Disqualification will also occur following any
conviction for a drug or alcohol-related offense
committed while driving a passenger vehicle.

Needlessly Threatens Livelihoods

The new penzlties for non-CMV convictions are
the same as the penalties for cffenses committed
while driving a CMV. Under this rule, a CDL -
holder will be disqualified for 60 days after a
second conviction involving a non-CMV within a
three year pericd, and for 120 days following a
third or subsequent conviction. The new regula-

Write Your Own Letter

to Secretary Mineta:

ATU CDL members are urged to write io Transcortation Sscretary Norman Mineta to ask him to reconsider the new COL
regulation (see above) which couid needlessly put many ATU members and other COL holders out of work, A sample letter is
provided below that members may use as the basis of a lefter they write in their own words. The letter can also be sent

Date:

The Honorable Norman Mineta

Secretary, U.S. Department of Transportation
500 Seventh Street, SW

Washington, D.C. 20590

Dear Secretary Mineta:

cation of a

job could be at stake!

tion can be obtained from the Federal Register
website at hitp://www.access.gpo.gov/su _docs/
fedreg/a020731c.himli.

In his letter La Sala asserted that, if left un-

changed, the new rule “will needlessly threaten the
h\ elihoods of tens of thousands of ATU members,
as well as other CDL hoelders, without any com-
mensurate benetif in terms of safety.”

“Simply put,” La Sala wrote, “why should anyone
who receives two speeding tickets while driving his
own car have his job piaced in jeopardy, regardiess
of his professional safety record? ...not only is this
policy wrong, but there is no statutory basis for the
rule.”

The letter lays out the ways in which the regula-
ticn goes bevond the language of the statute on
which it is based, and concludes, “The ATU is
preparsd to seek judicial review to protect the
interssts of its members In this matier. We would
hope, hewever, that court procesdings would be
unnecessary in this case, where the policy is wrong
and legal error so easily corrected.” =

electronically by going to hitp./www.unionvoice.org/campaign/cdl, or clicking on the appropriate link on the ATU website, atu.org.

Re: Docket Nos. FMCSA-2001-9709 and FMCSA-2000-7382

As a transit worker, and a member of the Amalgamated Transit Union (ATU), I strongly urge vou to reconsider
the new rule recently issued by the Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration (FMCSA) (67 FR 49742),
requiring States to disqualify a commercial drivers’ license (CDL) holder from driving a commercial motor vehicle
{CMV) if they are convicted of certain serious traffic violations committed while operating a non-CMV.

Under this new rule, [ could lose my CDL. and thus my job, if I receive more than one speeding ticket within a
three vear period while operating my own personal vehicle, regardless of whether my State revokes my personal
drivers’ license. This was ciearly not the intent of Congress, which authorized the FMCSA 1o require the disqualifi-
CDL holder’s CMV driving priviieges only arter the person has been both convicted and has had his/
her non-commercial drivers’ license revoked. sancelled or suspended by the State.

Please. reconsider this rule and amend its provisions to conform with the requirements <et forth by Congress. My

Member. ATU Local 798 2

vovember-december 2002

e —
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La Sala Urges Mineta to Reconsider New CDL Rule

nternational President Jim La Sala has written

to Secretary of Transportation Nerman Mineta,

October 30, requesting that the Federal Motor
Carrier Safety Administration reconsider a
recently-issued regulation which could disqualify
commercial drivers’ license (CDL) holders from
driving commercial motor vehicles (CMV's) if they
are convicted of certain serious trarfic violations
comrmitted while operating a non-CMV {see
September-Gctober 2002, In Transit, page 8).
Disqualitfication will also occur following any
conviction for a drug or alcohol-related oifense
comrmitied while driving a passenger vehicle.

Needlessly Threatens Livelihoods

The new penalties for non-CMY convicticns are
the same as the penaities for offenses committed
while driving 2 CMV. Under this rule, a CDOL
heider will be disqualified for 8C days after a
second cenviction involving a non-CMV within a
three vewr period, and for 120 days following a
third o: subsequent conviction. The new regula-

— Write Your Own Letter to Secretary Mineta:

ATU CDL members ars urged to write o Transporiation Secretary Norman Mineta to ask him to reconsider the new COL
regulation (see above) which could neealessiy put many ATU members and other COL holders out of work, A sample letter is
provided bslow that members may use as the basis of a letter they write in their own words. The letter can also be sent

Date:

The Honorable Norman Mineta

Secretary, U.S. Department of Transportation
500 Seventh Street, SW

Washington, D.C. 20590

Dear Secretary Mineta:

job coudd be ar stake!

slecironicaily by going fo htip:/www.unicnveice. org/campaign/cal, or clicking on the appropriate iink on the ATU website, atu.org.

Re: Docket Nos. FMCSA-2001-9709 and FMCSA-2000-7382

As a transit worker, and a member of the Amaigamated Transit Union (ATU), [ strongly urge vou to reconsider
the new rule recently issued by the Federal Motor Carrier Satety Administration (FMCSA) (67 FR 49742),
requiring States 0 disqualify a commercial drivers’ license (CDL) holder from driving a commercial motor vehicle
(CMV) if they are convicted of certain serious traffic violations committed while operating a non-CMV.

Under this new rule, I could lose my CDL, and thus my job, if I receive more than one speeding ticket within a
three year period while operating my own personal vehicle, regardiess of whether my State revokes my personal
drivers’ license. This was clearly not the intent of Congress, which authorized the FMCSA to require the disqualifi-
cation ot a CDL holder’s CMV driving priviieges onty atter the person has been both convicted and has had his/
ner non-commerciai drivers’ license rewoked. canceiled or suspended by the State. i

lease. reconsider this rule und amend its provisions 1o conform with the requirements set forth by Congress. My

Sincerehy

tion can be-obtained from the Federal Register
website at http://www.access.gpo.gov/su docs/
fedreg/a020731c.html.

In his letter La Sala asserted that, if left un-
changed, the new rule “will needlessly threaten the
livelihoods of tens of thousands of ATU members,
as well as other CDL holders, without any com-
mensurate benefit in terms of safety.”

“Simply put,” La Sala wrote, “why should anyone
who receives two speeding tickets while driving his
own car have his job placed in jeopardy, regardless
of his proressional safety record? ...not only is this
policy wrong, but there is no statutory basis for the
rule.”

The letter lays out the ways in which the regula-
tion goes beyond the language of the statute on
which it is based, and concludes, "The ATU is
vrepared to seek judicial review to protect the
interests of its members in this matter. We would
hope, however, that court proceedings would be
unnecessary in this case, where the policy is wrong
and legal error so easily corrected.” =

[ ]
viember, ATU 4@&1 82

i

November-Jecember 2002



